Talking Points: Christo and
Jeanne-Claude

How can we explore ‘form’ across both 2D
surfaces and 3D structures?

Christo and Jeanne-Claude built large-scale, 1in
situ temporary installations. Often wrapping
existing structures in fabric, their projects took
years to plan, with the aim of bringing joy and
offering new ways of seeing familiar places. The
installations existed only briefly before being
removed, leaving behind only the preparatory
drawings and collages of which they viewed as
being just as important as the works themselves.

Take a look at the below preparatory drawings for
some of Christo and Jeanne-Claude’s work and use
the following questions to begin a discussion.

Please Note:

This page includes links and videos from external
sites, verified at publication but subject to
change.

Teachers should review all content for classroom
suitability.

Report any issues, and check school firewall
settings if videos don’t play.
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Christo (1935-2020) and Jeanne-Claude (1935-2009)
were multidisciplinary artists who <created
monumental outdoor installations, pushing the
boundaries of painting, sculpture and
architecture. They are known for wrapping
structures, transforming islands and creating
bright architectural structures in urban and rural
environments.

Find out more about the life and works of Christo
and Jeanne-Claude here.

‘The Mastaba’

A project for Abu Dhabi, was conceived in 1977. It
will be the largest permanent work of art in the
world, made from 410,000 multi-coloured barrels to
form a colourful mosaic, echoing Islamic
architecture. The Mastaba will be Christo and
Jeanne-Claude’s only permanent, large-scale public
artwork, and also their final project.’ -


https://christojeanneclaude.net/life-and-work/

christojeanneclaude.net
[]

Christo, Abu Dhabi Mastaba (Project for United Arab Emirates),
Drawing 1977

Pencil, charcoal, wax crayon, and pastel 56 x 71 cm (22 x 28
in)

Collection Lilja Art Fund Foundation, Switzerland

Photo: Wolfgang Volzo 1977 Christo and Jeanne-Claude
Foundation

‘Wrapped Monuments’, 1970, Milan, Italy

‘The monument to the king of Italy Vittorio
Emanuele II, on Piazza del Duomo, and the monument
to Leonardo da Vinci, on Piazza della Scala, were
wrapped with polypropylene fabric and red
polypropylene rope, in the fall of 1970, in Milan,
Italy.’- christojeanneclaude.net

[x]

Christo, Wrapped Monument to Vittorio Emanuele (Project for
Piazza de Duomo, Milano), Collage 1970

Pencil, fabric, twine, charcoal, pastel, wax crayon, and map
71 x 56 cm (28 x 22 1in)

Victoria and Albert Museum, London, United Kingdom Photo:
Shunk-Kender© 1970 Christo and Jeanne-Claude Foundation and J.
Paul Getty Trust

‘Surrounded Island’, 1980-83, Biscayne Bay,
Greater Miami, Florida

‘For two weeks, Surrounded Islands, spreading over
11.3 kilometers (7 miles), was seen, approached


https://christojeanneclaude.net/press/the-mastaba/
https://christojeanneclaude.net/artworks/wrapped-monuments/

and enjoyed by the public, from the causeways, the
land, the water and the air. The luminous pink
colour of the shiny fabric was in harmony with the
tropical vegetation of the uninhabited verdant
islands, the light of the Miami sky and the
colours of the shallow waters of Biscayne Bay.’' -
christojeanneclaude.net

[x]

Christo, Surrounded Islands (Project for Biscayne Bay, Greater
Miami, Florida), Drawing 1981 in two parts

Pencil, charcoal, pastel, wax crayon, aerial photograph, and
map 38 x 244 cm and 106.6 x 244 cm (15 x 96 in and 42 x 96 in)

Property of the Estate of Christo V. Javacheff Photo:
Wolfgang Volzo 1981 Christo and Jeanne-Claude Foundation

‘The Pont Neuf Wrapped’, 1975-85, Paris

‘On September 22, 1985, a group of 300
professional workers completed the temporary work
of art The Pont Neuf Wrapped. They had deployed
41,800 square meters (450,000 square feet) of
woven polyamide fabric, silky in appearance and
golden sandstone in colour.’ Find out more about
The Pont Neuf Wrapped at christojeanneclaude.net

[x]

Christo, The Pont Neuf Wrapped (Project for Paris),
Drawing 1985 in two parts

Pencil, charcoal, wax crayon, map, and fabric sample 38 x 165
cm and 106.6 x 165 cm (15 x 65 in and 42 x 65 in)

Private collection Photo: Wolfgang Volz® 1985 Christo and
Jeanne-Claude Foundation

‘Wrapped Trees’, Fondation Beyeler and Berower


https://christojeanneclaude.net/artworks/surrounded-islands/
https://christojeanneclaude.net/artworks/the-pont-neuf-wrapped/

Park, Riehan, Switzerland

‘Starting on Friday, November 13, 1998, 178 trees
were wrapped with 55,000 square meters (592,015
square feet) of woven polyester fabric (used every
winter in Japan to protect trees from frost and
heavy snow) and 23 kilometers (14.3 miles) of
rope. The wrapping was completed on November 22.’
— christojeanneclaude.net

[x]

Christo, Wrapped Trees (Project for the Fondation Beyeler and
Berower Park, Riehen, Switzerland) Drawing 1998 in two parts
Pencil, charcoal, pastel, wax crayon, fabric sample, technical
data, topographic map, and tape 38 x 165 cm and 106.6 x 165 cm
(15 x 65 in and 42 x 65 in)

Fondation Beyeler, Riehen, Switzerland Photo: André
Grossmann© 1998 Christo and Jeanne-Claude Foundation

Christo and Jeanne-Claude Wrap Up the Reichstag

Questions to Ask Children
What kind of marks can you see in these drawings?
How has Christo used mark-making to create depth?

Do the drawings of the wrapped sculptures feel
heavy or light?

Which wrapped installation 1is your favourite? Why?

How would you feel if you came across these
wrapped installations in your street or
playground, without knowing who had made them or


https://christojeanneclaude.net/artworks/wrapped-trees/

why? What would you do?

How do you think Christo and Jeanne-Claude, the
artists, choose where to make their wrapped
installations?

How could you make similar installations in your
setting? What would you wrap? What would you wrap
it in?

What would other pupils in your school think if
they discovered your wrapped installation? What do
you think they would do?

This Talking Points Is Used
In..

Additional Pathway: Exploring Form
Through Drawings
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Through Drawings’ pathway

using sketchbooks to make visual notes

Show me what you see
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