Talking Points: Contemporary
Masks

A collection of sources to explore
contemporary artists who create masks.

Please note that this page contains links to
external websites and has videos from external
websites embedded. At the time of creating,
AccessArt checked all links to ensure content is
appropriate for teachers to access. However
external websites and videos are updated and that
is beyond our control.

Please let us know if you find a 404 link, or if
you feel content is no longer appropriate.

We strongly recommend as part of good teaching
practice that teachers watch all videos and visit
all websites before sharing with a class. On
occasion there may be elements of a video you
would prefer not to show to your class and it is
the teacher’s responsibility to ensure content 1is
appropriate. Many thanks.
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Romuald Hazoume

West African artist Romuald Hazoumé
creates contemporary African masks made using
discarded plastic containers, in particular petrol
canisters. The petrol canisters are used by lots
of people in West Africa and represent the
artist’s heritage. They also represent his
critical vision of political systems.

“I send back to the West that which belongs to
them, that is to say, the refuse of consumer
society that invades us every day.”

Questions to Ask Children
How do the masks make you feel?
Do you like the masks? Why?

What do you think the artist is trying to say
through the artwork?

What other recycled or waste materials could we
use to make masks?

Damselfrau

Damselfrau focuses on play and make as few
conscious decisions as possible to 1let the
materials lead. Damselfrau design the masks as she
makes, responding to materials as opposed to a
drawn design.

The masks are perhaps more accurately described as



wearable sculptures. The ornate creations fuse the
boundaries between fashion and design.

Questions to Ask Children
How do these masks make you feel?
How do these masks compare to Romuald’s masks?

If you encountered someone wearing the of the
masks how would you feel?

Thalassic Masks

The Thalassic Masks project focuses on rethinking
the protective mask, transforming a medical
product, born in a state of emergency, into a
design statement expressing contemporary
identities.

The artists Filippo Nassetti and Vincezo Reale
believe that beyond Covid-19, further implications
of climate change and the disruption of ecological
environments, such as air pollution and
transformations in the atmosphere, may see
protective devices become more and more an
essential extension of the human body.

Questions to Ask Children
Do you like the Thalassic masks?
How does the mask make you feel?

Do you think that it’s an improvement on the



surgical masks you’ve had to wear over the past 2
years?



