Talking Points: Yinka
Shonibare

A collection of sources and imagery to
explore the work of Yinka Shonibare.

Please note that this page contains links to
external websites and has videos from external
websites embedded. At the time of creating,
AccessArt checked all links to ensure content is
appropriate for teachers to access. However
external websites and videos are updated and that
is beyond our control.

Please let us know if you find a 404 link, or if
you feel content is no longer appropriate.

We strongly recommend as part of good teaching
practice that teachers watch all videos and visit
all websites before sharing with a class. On
occasion there may be elements of a video you
would prefer not to show to your class and it is
the teacher’s responsibility to ensure content 1is
appropriate. Many thanks.

*If you are having issues viewing videos it may be
due to your schools firewall or your cookie
selection. Please check with your IT department.*

This resource 1s free to access and is not a part
of AccessArt membership.
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https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-yinka-shonibare/
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Yinka Shonibare

Yinka Shonibare is interdisciplinary artist.
Within his practice he explored Western art
history and literature to question contemporary
cultural and national identities within the
context of globalisation.

Through examining race, class and the construction
of cultural identity, his works comment on the
tangled interrelationship between Africa and
Europe, and their respective economic and
political histories. Find out more on his website
here.

Watch “Who is Yinka Shonibare” -Tate Kids.

Earth Kids

“The wild is far from unlimited. It is finite. It


https://yinkashonibare.com
https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/who-is/who-yinka-shonibare

needs protecting.” — David Attenborough

This series of new sculptures by Shonibare reflect
on the connection between the history of colonial
domination and humankind’s domination of the
natural world and the exploitation of its limited
resources.

Questions to Ask Children

In your own words, what do you think that the
artist is trying to say through his work?

Do you like the sculptures? Why?

How do the sculptures make you feel?

Wind Sculptures

We can’'t see wind, but we do see its effects. Here
the dynamic movement of a piece of fabric in a
gust of wind is rendered in solid fiberglass at
monumental scale.

What we now regard as traditional African cloth is
based on Indonesian batik fabric first brought to
Africa by Dutch traders in the 1800s. For
Shonibare, and for Wind Sculpture, identity is
always a richly layered and dynamic set of
relationships. — Public Art Fund.

Questions to Ask Children

In your own words what do you think the artist is


https://www.publicartfund.org/exhibitions/view/yinka-shonibare-mbe-wind-sculpture-sg-i/

trying to say with this series?
How does that artwork make you feel?

How do you think the scale of this sculpture
impacts the viewer?

What do you like/dislike about the sculpture?

This Talking Points Is Used
In..

Pathway: Exploring Identity

This is featured in the ‘Exploring
Identity’ pathway

using sketchbooks to make visual notes


https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/

Show me what you see
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